
 
 

I am here on behalf of the parents and School Council of Regina Street Alternative 
School to express my concerns about the Learning Support Services at our school.  

I read on the Ministry of Education’s website that, across Ontario, almost 16% of 
elementary school children are on an Individual Education Plan (IEP).  Last school year 
Regina’s IEP numbers were in line with the Ministry’s (almost 14%), however this year 
is different.  Our student population has increased about 60%.  Now we have a larger 
and more varied student population and we have many more students who require IEPs 
and consequently more support.  However, our Educational Assistants and Learning 
Support Teachers have not increased by the same amount. 

Many of the students at Regina this year exhibit significant behavioural issues that are 
not being addressed with the current level of support.  For example, while volunteering 
in the library a few weeks ago I witnessed a Grade 1 boy kick his teacher.  Just last 
week this same boy threatened to “punch her in the face”.  How can one teacher 
effectively teach a class of 20-odd Grade 1s and 2s when behaviour such as this 
occurring on a regular basis?  How can the other students learn effectively when one 
student requires so much of the teacher’s time and energy?  

Last year Regina was part of the Western Area Accommodation Review.  Schools were 
“reviewed to determine how best to realign resources to provide wider program 
opportunities for students, better access programs of choice and facilities that are in 
better condition to support learning”.  With the current level of learning support at 
Regina we do not feel that our children now have wider opportunities nor do they have 
better access to programs.  We hope that, with the cost savings that resulted from the 
Western Area Accommodation Review, we are able to get more support for our children 
and, by extension, our teachers.  Thank you for your time. 

Heather Amundrud 
Chair, Regina Street Alternative School Council 
  
  
Reference: 
https://www.app.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/sift/schoolProfile.asp?SCH_NUMBER=480428 
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